FUM – Spring 2010 Survey Response Summary

59 total responses

89.8% completed entire survey

About You

1. Please choose your age range:

18-34


14%

35-54


40.4%

55-64


29.8%

65 and over

15.8%

2. Which yearly meeting are you a member of or do you associate with?

Baltimore YM – 6

Britain YM – 1

Evangelical Friends Church, eastern region – 1

FUM - 2

Great Plains YM – 2

Indiana YM – 6

Iowa YM (FUM) – 3

Illinois YM – 2

New England YM - 8

New York YM – 4

North Carolina YM (FUM) - 4

Pacific YM - 2

Philadelphia YM – 2

Western YM – 5

Wilmington YM – 3

About Friends United Meeting

3. Which FUM ministries are you aware of?
(Please check all that apply.)

Belize Friends Boys School


77.8%

Ramallah Friends Schools



100%
Amary Play Centre




46.3%

Friends Theological College


88.9%

Friends Kaimosi Mission Hospital


88.9%

Lindi Friends School



55.6%

Friends Church Peace Team


77.8%

Turkana Friends Mission



75.9%

Samburu Friends Mission



72.2%

Lugulu Friends Mission Hospital


79.6%

Africa Ministries Office



81.5%

Summer Mission Project



51.9%

Work Teams





64.8%

FUM Welcome Center



63%

Quaker Life magazine



98.1%

Friends United Press



90.7%

Emerging Leaders




50%

FOCUS bulletin insert/table flyer


57.4%

FUM Global Ministries e-newsletter

51.9%

4. I feel “tuned in” to FUM specifically because of:
(Please check all that apply.)

Global outreach work



52.9%

Education ministries




23.5%

Medical missions




39.2%

Quaker history




62.7%

Quaker networking




54.9%

I have been on staff, served as volunteer,
or have special interest in those working
for FUM





39.2%

Other






31.4%
5. How do you see FUM? (Please check all that apply.)

FUM is an extension of my monthly meeting or yearly meeting.
55.8%

FUM is an affiliate organization like AFSC, RSWR, FCNL, etc.
42.3%

FUM is another non-profit organization asking for money.

9.6%

FUM is my way of responding to the Great Commission.

30.8%

Other:









28.8%

1. Most of the time I don't see FUM and with sadness consider it to be more and more irrelevant.

2. A Christian expression of the Society of Friends
3. FUM is my way of doing for the least of these...
4. Part of the Wider Quaker Family
5. I think it's like FGC - a coalition of mostly U.S. Quakers?
6. I like to think of FUM as an umbrella organization to my YM
7. FUM is the broad center of the worldwide Q community.
8. an association of YMs with some common goals but differing theologies
9.  FUM is my denominational body
10.  The group that helps maintain the spiritual and public identity of my body of Friends
6. What would you tell others about FUM to get them involved?

1. Look into FUM and its activities. Ask Friends you know about FUM.
2. I would tell them about the Purpose Statement
3. FUM is making a real difference in people's lives, and it's an opportunity to be in communion with Friends all over the world to discern together the future of Friends.
4. Although this organization does have a discriminatory, biased hiring and volunteer policy, when we stop giving of our resources, struggling hospitals and HIV victims across the world suffer. Try to find a way to still support the ministries of FUM by earmarking donations if that helps your conscience.
5. FUM is making Christ's love visible in the world. For non-Christocentric Friends, FUM is putting the love which is at the core of our faith into action in the world.
6. FUM is multi cultural!
7. FUM is the most diverse body of Friends in the world, and it is a joy to see the ways in which the Holy Spirit is moving among Quakers across the globe; and to partner with them in Christ's ministry of love!
8. FUM is in a strategic place to lead the revival of the Friends movement.
9. I would say that FUM represents the middle ground of Quakerism. That it connects us to Quakers throughout the world and that it is important to hold the middle.
10. FUM is a Christian Quaker organization that puts "Faith into action"
11. With the tension and distrust among the organization it’s hard to encourage others to be involved without a clear solid Christo-centric orthodox theological foundation. The theological tension directly effects people's unwillingness to be involved financially!
12. Thru FUM, you can support foreign missions in a way that would not be possible just thru your own meeting or Yearly Meeting
Giving Habits

7. How have you supported FUM in the past 3 years?
(Please check all that apply.)

Personal gift of money to FUM




66%

Gave through my monthly meeting for FUM


43.4%

Gave through my yearly meeting for FUM


50.9%

Subscribe to Quaker Life magazine



41.5%

Participated in work team





5.7%

Supported FUM in prayer





73.6%

I haven’t supported FUM





9.4%

Subscribe to/read the Weekly Prayer and Devotion

37.7%

Frequently view the FUM Web site



41.5%

Read and distribute FUM news




45.3%

Other








22.6%

8. I tend to: (Please check all that apply.)

give regularly to a specific project.




32.7%

give when there is a crisis.






28.6%

give online.








14.3%

use automatic withdrawal from my checking/credit card

12.2%

see my apportionment from my YM as my contribution


36.7%

give to local organizations in my community, instead of FUM

12.2%

Other:









44.9%

1. give when I feel a personal connection to a mission

2. give where it is needed most

3. I give when lead to, feel that no matter where I give, it all leads to the same goal. Christ!

4. I cannot give to FUM due to their discriminatory personnel policy

5.  I have decided to give only to specific projects to satisfy my    conscience about supporting a discriminatory organization.

6.  give not as regularly as I would like

7. try to give once or twice a year - letters from FUM help

8. give modest amounts to both Friends and Non-Friends organizations

9.  Contribute regularly to the annual fund campaign

10.  would give more if I had  more

Other

9. Additional comments
1. Seems to me FUM is just barely hanging on. Not sure if it has a future or not.

2. I am a Christian, yet I find some of FUM's expressions of 'christian' belief and practice to be arrogant and ill-conceived.

3. I am strongly opposed to the discriminatory aspect of FUM's personnel policy, but FUM are still a vital part of my spiritual community and heritage.

4. FUM has been an outlet for me to fulfill the great commission we are all told to go but all can not, FUM has networked me with those who can give.

5. Money is a tool, not a weapon. Withholding money from vital work until others agree with us is a form of extortion. This work continues to meet the needs of our faith family.

6.  Thoroughly support current FUM staff and value my connections with them.

7. Quaker Life is getting better & better.

8. Cherish my time with FUM meetings.

9. The more I learn about FUM the more I feel good about what it is and does. 
10. It is difficult to be a strong supporter of FUM when the conflicts and tensions are so strong. This needs to be resolved.
